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and all party divisions: a longing to 'lift government out of
politics9 and provide regular administration by experts. It is
an outlook instinctively anti-democratic in nature and ten-
dency, yet with qualities which make it an indispensable in-
gredient in the effective running of a modern State, however
democratic. Could any modern democratic State, assuming
responsibility for the social welfare and public service of its
citizens, work through a civil service which was not in some
measure apart from politics, and impartially willing to serve
any party in power? The United States, with its 'spoils system',
tried to make its civil service political: it has increasingly
abandoned the attempt.
The family from which sprang the greatest of all colonial
servants—Marshal Lyautey—is characteristic of the environ-
ment in which so manyfonctionnaires of ability and importance
were brought up. The authorized biographer of Lyautey de-
scribes it in these words:1
In his home two traditions and two conceptions of social life were
harmoniously blended. From the father's side there came the tradition
of service to the State—whether as soldiers or administrators, with
the principle and practice of duty and work—while from the mother's
side came the traditions of the landed gentry, with the art of living
a cultured life of leisure. . . . When but twelve years of age (i.e. in
1871) he wrote down the reasons for his being a Royalist. Considering
his home atmosphere, that he should hold such opinions was but
natural; for while his father was a moderate Legitimist, his father's
second sister had an ardent respect for the Gomte de Chambord, the
last scion of the oldest line of the House of Bourbon. His mother's
people too, were Royalists, but with Orleans sympathies.
>ie too, were Koyaiists, out witn urieans syrnpatmes.
His
[is grandmother of ninety, surrounded by her sixty de-
1 Sonia E. Howe: Lyautey of Morocco (1931)—a highly illuminat-
ing study of how men of this social class and family tradition were
virtually forced, by the anti-clerical and often anti-military spirit of
the Republic into devoted service of the State. The Third Republic
was happy in its inheritance of such public-spirited servants of the
nation, whatever its regime and however repugnant the parliamen-
tary regime might be to them: the spirit of noblesse oblige often served
it well. See also Andre" Maurois: Lyautey (1931).

